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A useful bilingual guide for beginning to learn SHODO
Japanese Calligraphy

The Basics
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Shodo (Japanese Calligraphy) To
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In shodo, there are fou_r major tools called “Bunbo Shihd” or four important tools:
brush, ink stone, sumi  ink stick, and calligraphy rice paper. When practicing shodo,
we use more tools as shown below.

* Sumi is black ink made out of soot, fragrance, and gelatin.
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Felt Mat Liquid Sumi Ink
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Brush Holder
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Rice Paper 8 ¥ (Fudeoki)
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Ink Stone
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Sumi Ink

Stick
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Straighten the brush! It’s the same angle when you hold a shodo

brush. Just raise your elbow (but not your
shoulder) and hold your brush as straight as
possible.
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