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Girl’'s Costume in the Middle of the
Tokugawa Period (1603-1867 A.D.)

A girl of the merchant-class in the middle, that is,
about the Anei-era (1772-1780), of the Tokugawa Period, is
shown in the following nine plates. The model posed for
the purpose of giving the members of our Society an
opportunity to study the custume. Her hair is dressed in
the style called “ saeda-shimada,” rather tight in front. The
side-locks are called *‘ suzume-bin” from their resemblance
to sparrow wings. The back-lock is called * sekirei-tsuto,”
from its wag-tail shape. Special attention has been paid to
fashioning this back-lock by using a pin. The ornamental
pin she wears has to prongs. This styles is strictly after
the fashion of the time. Her garment is of crape of light
blue with a design of pendulous cherry-trees and irises and
crysanthemums, accompanied with a design of waves. The
sash worn by her is made of brocade of deep indigo with
a pattern of double-cherry-blossems; the way in which it is
tied is called the ‘“ mizuki” style, the favorite style of the
people of time. The style was named after the inventor
who was an actor, and then it was in great vogue.

We are greatly indebted to Mr. Nomura, Honorary
Member of our Society, and Madame |. Hasegawa; the
former has accommodated us with the use of the dress,
and the latter has rendered valuable services, dressing the

model’s hair under our guidance.

T. EMA,
Tr. by K. TAKIGAWA.
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